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The Time Truck is a student-run voluntary organisation that tours 
Cambridgeshire primary schools during National Science Week and is 
involved with a number of open days, including one in March which is part of 
the Cambridge Science Festival.  The scheme was started in 1998 by a group 
of undergraduate students from the Department of Earth Sciences1, in 
association with the Sedgwick Museum2.  It has been running every year 
since then.  For the past few years Time Truck has been self financed, 
through sponsorship, and did not require the financial help of the museum or 
department.  The scheme continues to have very close links with the 
museum, using their facilities for training and advice, and borrowing several of 
their specimens. 
 
This short report, aimed in particular at our sponsors, is a summary of what 
the Time Truck has achieved this year and what it hopes to achieve in the 
future.  

 
                           M. Pope/TT 
 
1. see www.esc.cam.ac.uk.                   
2. see www.sedgwickmuseum.org 
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Time Truck 2007 was organised by a committee of 9 undergraduate students, 
with the assistance of members of the department and museum staff. 
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Approximately 35 members of the Earth Sciences Department volunteered to 
help with this year’s Time Truck.  Around 30 of these were students who 
volunteered to help with our school visits and open days. Many of these 
students also helped with preparation of exhibits and teaching materials and 
with decorating the interior of the truck.  Additionally other members of the 
Department were involved with driving, and museum staff also helped with 
preparation and materials.  We owe special thanks to Annette Shelford, who 
provides volunteer training and advice to the committee, and in particular to 
Steve Laurie, whose help every year in driving the truck is vital for the Time 
Truck to function. 
 
The numbers participating this year have been similar to Time Truck 2006, but 
this year has seen the greatest involvement of volunteers from different year 
groups, and even different university departments.  This has been a fantastic 
development and is particularly encouraging for the future operation of the 
Time Truck as it helps it become more widely known within the department 
and university, as well as building stronger ties between undergraduate and 
graduate years. There were also students participating with previous 
experience of teaching on the truck, which is of great benefit to new 



 

volunteers in learning teaching and communication skills and in improving 
their confidence.   
 
This year, as has become tradition, there was a formal training evening in 
February for all volunteers to attend, run by museum staff.  This enabled 
volunteers to improve communication skills, particularly with respect to 
teaching children.  This was followed by an opportunity for all volunteers to 
practise their skills at the Rockwatch Fossiliferous Fun Day, at the Sedgwick 
Museum.  At this event Time Truck set up a separate area where volunteers 
practised teaching children with the actual exhibits that would later be taken 
on the school visits.  This was an invaluable learning exercise, especially for 
many of the new volunteers.  Members of the committee and volunteers with 
past experience also offered more informal advice and training at sessions 
organised just before the Time Truck teaching week.  
 

 
            Sedgwick Museum / Soo Martin 
 

 
Work on Time Truck 2007 began in October 2006 when the new committee 
began to seek sponsorship, contact the schools, and generate interest in 
volunteering among the students. 
 
Volunteers gained lots of useful experience in working together, 
communication, commitment and organisation, and their hard work enabled 
this year’s scheme to run smoothly and to be a great success.  Many of our 
volunteers used their work to count towards Millennium Volunteers, a 
nationally recognised community service scheme. 
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During the Time Truck week the truck visited seven schools in the local area, 
as well as exhibiting materials at Cambridge Science Festival on the Saturday 
open day.  The school visits this year involved more than 250 pupils from 
ages seven to eleven and it is estimated that the number of visitors on the 
Saturday was over 1000.  Teaching resource material was sent out to schools 
we were unable to visit, as well as being left in visited schools, potentially 
enabling far greater numbers of schoolchildren to benefit from the Time Truck. 
 
At each school the children rotated through three activity stations, two based 
in the classroom and the third based in and around the truck itself.   
 
The truck was fully decorated with posters, paintings, and interactive hands-
on exhibits and models.  Volunteers had made some of these models, while 
others were donated by Dorling Kindersley.  The models included a clock 
demonstrating geological time, a ‘time tornado’, an erupting volcano, 
earthquake models, plate tectonic models, and a ‘Drowning Britain’ sea level 
rise model. The exhibits are centred on four geological themes: Life, Climate, 
Hazards and Plate Tectonics. 
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One of the classroom sessions involved demonstrating the rock cycle with the 
aid of rock and mineral specimens.  Some of these were borrowed from the 
Sedgwick Museum collections, however many of the mineral specimens used 
are now owned by Time Truck. 
 
In the second classroom the pupils were shown the Time Truck film 
demonstrating the concept of geological time, and the formation of fossils.  
They were then allowed to handle and discuss various fossil specimens, 
borrowed from the Sedgwick Museum. The model dinosaur bones and teeth 
are always particularly popular! 
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On the Cambridge Science Festival Saturday all the exhibits were moved off 
the truck and displayed in the department of Earth Sciences.  Many of our 
volunteers were on hand to answer any questions from the visiting groups and 
families. The Saturday is a great opportunity for Time Truck to display 
additional interactive models and displays which cannot fit on the truck during 
the week of school visits, and the school children are always encouraged to 
attend the festival if they want to see more – many of them do! 
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2006 saw Time Truck go National when we were invited to appear at the 
launch of the Brecon Beacons Geopark. It was a huge success, and 
testimony to Time Truck’s popularity at the event we were again, very kindly 
invited to return to the Brecon Beacons for their National Park Open Day 
2007. A group of 12 volunteers from the department, the museum and even a 
few Cambridge geology graduates (who loved Time Truck so much they 
returned to volunteer!) travelled to the Geopark with the same exhibits that 
were used in schools, and enthused members of the public about Earth 
Sciences! The event was once again a massive success, and Time Truck is 
extremely proud to have been involved for a second year running. 

  
Mari Roberts / BBNPA 

 
Time Truck 2007 received valuable feedback from both the Brecon event and 
many of the Cambridge schools, including several letters from children and 
staff, some of which are quoted below.  
 
‘’We were extremely grateful for your expertise and exceptional displays…it 
certainly didn’t go unnoticed that your team had a huge passion for earth 
sciences and a wealth of knowledge in their fields.’’ 
Samantha Games, PR and Events Officer, Brecon Beacons National Park 
Authority 
 
 
 
 



 

‘’Thank you for coming to our school…we learnt that in the beginning of time 
there was nothing but huge rocks flying around in the sky. We liked learning 
about how the earth was formed.’’ 
Melissa, Holly and Emma, Oakington C of E Primary School 
 
‘’We hope you’re coming back soon. We found the volcano very interesting 
because it was smelly and showed us what happens in an eruption.’’ 
Elizabeth, Elissa and Amber, Oakington C of E Primary School 
 
 
 ‘’The Time Truck visit was excellent…it brought geology, geography, science 
and history to life and made it real for the children…the visit allowed the 
children to use their own knowledge, to make links with how to observe, form 
opinions, ask questions and draw conclusions.’’ 
Staff at Bar Hill Primary School 
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Time Truck has been working for several years to not only improve our 
existing exhibits but to also design new and more durable displays. This year 
volunteers re-made a number of the principal posters and re-constructed the 
Drowning Britain exhibit again. The model demonstrates how a future rise in 
global sea levels might affect the UK. It is one of our most popular and 
effective models and as such, is often in need of re-construction after each 
Time Truck year, (it’s frequent use often results in the Isle of Wight floating 
somewhere off the north coast of Scotland). 
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Sponsorship of Time Truck 2007 has enabled the production of new exhibits 
this year included two brand new models to demonstrate climate change and 
the greenhouse effect, re-designed earthquake models which simulate the 



 

effects of ground-shaking on buildings, and a new model to demonstrate how 
a tsunami is generated. 
 
The Time Truck is also continuing in the process of purchasing a number of 
fossil and rock samples and additional exhibits with the donations from this 
years’ sponsors. These will be available for use from next year. 
�
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The Time Truck would be unable to exist without the generous financial 
assistance given by our sponsors, both local firms and national funding 
bodies.  This year, the Time Truck raised £1840 in sponsorship, and received 
generous discounts on truck hire from Global Self Drive and on volunteer 
uniforms from Talking T’s.  As well as spending these funds on the running of 
Time Truck 2007, the donations enabled us to purchase a number of new 
exhibits and invest in the material required to improve some of the core 
displays which are produced by volunteers.  
 



 

Below is a summary of sponsorship and spending for Time Truck 2007. 
 
Company/Fund (Financial Donors) Time Truck Donation  
Brecon Beacons National Park Authority £240 
Equipoise Solutions £500 
The Geologists’ Association, Curry Fund £500 
Shell £600 
TOTAL £1840 
 
Company (Material Donors) Time Truck Donation 
British Geological Survey Donation of many Earth Science 

books for children 
Global Self Drive Heavily discounted truck hire 
Talking T’s Heavily discounted printing costs 

for volunteer polo shirts 
 
 
Item Spending 
Travel £105 
Training £30 
Postage and printing £45 
Truck Hire £655 
Uniform £595 
Materials for exhibits £400 
Food and drink £95 
Petrol £135 
Miscellaneous £60 
TOTAL £2120 
 
As seen above, this is has been the first time since Time Truck was 
established, in which our spending has exceeded our income! Unfortunately 
this has been the result of a lack of funding from a number of sources which 
did not honour their agreement. However we have been extremely fortunate 
that the donations from sponsors of Time Truck 2006 provided enough to 
cover these costs. This issue has highlighted the dependency of Time Truck 
on our sponsors, and we are extremely grateful for all the donations we have 
received, both financial and material, without which Time Truck would not be 
able to function. 
 
Time Truck 2008 and beyond!  
 
Time Truck goes from strength to strength and each year seems even better 
than the last! We are always looking for ways to improve our resources and 
general standards, and with this in mind, it is hoped that Time Truck 2008 will 
be even better! Some of our focuses for 2008 will be: 
 
 



 

·  As mentioned above, Time Truck is now the proud owner of a fantastic 
set of rocks and minerals used as handling material for the school 
visits, but we currently rely heavily on the Sedgwick Museum to loan us 
many of the fossil samples. It is hoped that in the near future, we may 
be able to acquire our own sets of fossils to accompany our dinosaur 
bone collection! In acquiring our own sets, it would allow us to broaden 
the range of fossil species which the children could encounter, 
especially if we were able to combine the museum collections with our 
own on the Science Festival Saturday.  

 
·  A major focus for 2008 will be looking at improving our current displays 

for the truck. We hope to have a greater number of hands-on, 
interactive models which will help to reinforce some of the ideas we 
introduce to the children. 

·  For the Science Festival Saturday, it is hoped that we will be able to 
expand our ‘Hazards’ themes by creating new volcanic models, and 
maybe even demonstrate the formation of a pyroclastic flow. We would 
also like to expand on our climate displays, since these are always 
especially popular with children and parents alike. 

 
·  Other improvements to our displays, will involve trying to make them 

more durable! Some of our most popular models such as the ‘Drowning 
Britain’, and our erupting volcano, have to be remade each year due to 
the extensive wear and tear they experience with frequent use. It is 
hoped that it will be possible in the near future to have a Drowning 
Britain made professionally using more durable material; this has not 
been possible so far due to financial restrictions. 

 
·  It is anticipated that 2008 will see the purchase of a new set of steps 

into the Time Truck. We hope to have these custom made, with a 
safety hand rail and better foot grips for easier access into the truck. 

 
Time Truck and the Sedgwick Museum  
We are extremely fortunate with our close links to the Sedgwick Museum, and 
owe much to the museum staff. Last year’s annual report talked of a ‘potential 
for developing our work in conjunction with the museum’ and 2007 has 
witnessed the start of this potential being fulfilled. For the first time, we were 
able to tie our Science Festival events together, with Time Truck volunteers 
using our fossil displays and dinosaur casts together with the fantastic 
collections in the museum, and it was a massive success!  
 
Looking a little further ahead, future projects in conjunction with the museum 
are being planned for the 2009 celebrations of the life and works of Charles 
Darwin, to focus in particular on his role in the Earth Sciences. 
 
 
 
 



 

Time Truck in the Future  
Every year, Time Truck is inundated with applications for our school visits. In 
2007 alone, we had over 85 applications for the seven visits we had available. 
We have also received requests to visit schools and events in other parts of 
the country, including secondary schools as well, but unfortunately we have 
had to turn down all requests other than the Brecon Beacons visit, as we are 
currently restricted both financially and in terms of volunteer time. It is hoped 
that in the not too distant future, with enough financial and volunteer support, 
we may be able to expand beyond the one teaching week, taking Time Truck 
further afield and catering for a wider audience and age-group. At least, that is 
the dream plan! 
 
 
Time Truck 2007 was a huge success, and it should be acknowledged that 
none of it would be possible without the dedicated team of volunteers and 
museum staff who worked tirelessly to make it all happen. The success was 
also in great part due to the generous donations from our sponsors, without 
which the scheme would not be possible. We hope that we can continue to 
build these links with local and national companies, and with charitable 
organisations to allow the Time Truck to continue to expand and develop in 
the future. 
 
If you think you can help Time Truck, by providing financial assistance, 
resources or your time, please don’t hesitate to contact us at: 
 
The Time Truck, 
Dept. of Earth Sciences, 
University of Cambridge, 
Downing Street, 
Cambridge 
CB2 3EQ 
 
Or email: timetruck@esc.cam.ac.uk 
 
Please visit our website for more information: 
http://rock.esc.cam.ac.uk/timetruck 
 
 
We look forward to working with you again, 
 
Time Truck 2007 

 
 

 


